
Order of Worship – Sunday, July 25, 2021 
 
 Prelude                                                                                           

  
 Gathering Words/Greeting                                                           Pastor Matthews 

  
 Centering Moment/Invocation                                                     Pastor Matthews 
 
 The Lord’s Prayer (Together) 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                     Judy Gliebe 

L: Come, rest your spirits in the Lord. 
P: We come, hungering and thirsting for God’s word. 
L: This is a place of peace and hope, where all may be fed and healed. 
P: Bring us to the time of healing. 
L: Come, place your trust in God who is always near you. 
P: Open our hearts, Lord, to hear your word and feel your presence AMEN. 
 

*Opening Hymn          “God of Grace and God of Glory”                           577 UMH  
 
 Children’s Moment                                                                         Cathy Leininger 
  
 Scripture Reading           1 Samuel 17:20-31 CEB                              Judy Gliebe 

20 So David got up early in the morning, left someone in charge of the flock, and loaded 
up and left, just as his father Jesse had instructed him. He reached the camp right when 
the army was taking up their battle formations and shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and 
the Philistines took up their battle formations opposite each other. 22 David left his 
things with an attendant and ran to the front line. When he arrived, he asked how his 
brothers were doing. 23 Right when David was speaking with them, Goliath, the Philistine 
champion from Gath, came forward from the Philistine ranks and said the same things 
he had said before. David listened. 24 When the Israelites saw Goliath, every one of them 
ran away terrified of him. (25 Now the Israelite soldiers had been saying to each other: 
“Do you see this man who keeps coming out? How he comes to insult Israel? The king 
will reward with great riches whoever kills that man. The king will give his own daughter 
to him and make his household exempt from taxes[i] in Israel.”) 

26 David asked the soldiers standing by him, “What will be done for the person who kills 
that Philistine over there and removes this insult from Israel? Who is that uncircumcised 
Philistine, anyway, that he can get away with insulting the army of the living God?” 

27 Then the troops repeated to him what they had been saying. “So that’s what will be 
done for the man who kills him,” they said. 

28 When David’s oldest brother Eliab heard him talking to the soldiers, he got very mad 
at David. “Why did you come down here?” he said. “Who is watching those few sheep 
for you in the wilderness? I know how arrogant you are and your devious plan: you 
came down just to see the battle!” 



29 “What did I do wrong this time?” David replied. “It was just a question!” 

30 So David turned to someone else and asked the same thing, and the people said the 
same thing in reply. 31 The things David had said were overheard and reported to Saul, 
who sent for him. 

 Sermonic Selection                                                                        
 
 Sermon                      The Right Stuff (Keys to Destiny!)               Pastor Matthews 
  
 A Time of Prayer 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer 

  
 Invitation to the Offering                                                                    Judy Gliebe 

*Doxology          “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 95 UMH      
*Offertory Prayer                

 
 Sending Out/Benediction 
 
*Closing Hymn                     “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”                    521 UMH 

  
*Postlude                                                                                        

 
*Those who are able, are invited to stand 

 

 
Participating in Worship Today: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 25th, 2021 
  
“He who recognizes with authentic realism that anyone who permits another to determine the 
quality of his inner life gives into the hands of the other the keys to their destiny.”  
― Howard Thurman 
  

Dear Family in God,  
 

Do me favor. Give yourself a big hug. Don’t let go. Now let me read this prayer from 
the indomitable St Augustine: 
 

Lead Pastor Rev. Peter E. Matthews 
Organist Barbara Cooper 
Liturgist Judy Gliebe 
Children’s Message Cathy Leininger 



Too late have I loved you, O Beauty so ancient, O Beauty so new. Too late have I loved you!  You 
were within me but I was outside myself, and there I sought you! In my weakness I ran after the 
beauty of the things you have made. You were with me, and I was not with you. The things you have 
made kept me from you - the things which would have no being unless they existed in you! You have 
called, you have cried, and you have pierced my deafness. You have radiated forth, you have shined 
out brightly, and you have dispelled my blindness. You have sent forth your fragrance, and I have 
breathed it in, and I long for you. I have tasted you, and I hunger and thirst for you. You have 
touched me, and I ardently desire your peace. 
 

Now slowly let go of yourself. What if we could experience the peace just described 
as normal space and not merely a space to happen upon on Sunday morning in 
church? What would it feel like? How would we behave? 
 

David has a clue and this week here at Oakwood UMC we have opportunities to 
discover how to pursue keys to inner contentment, fruitful curiosity, and faith-filled 
compassion.  
  

Join me this week as we continue to cultivate our souls and open up our hearts in 
ways that allow us to hear more clearly from God: 
  

1.     Pray and/or be still for 10 minutes daily after having read Psalm 51:1-12. 
2.     Join me for Methodist Spirituality 105 Tuesday at 6:30pm sharp. 
3.     Meet me every Sunday in the Sanctuary at 9:00am sharp for Sabbath Meditation. 

  

Let us now worship God! 
Pastor Peter 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


