
Order of Worship: Sunday, October 10, 2021 
 
 Prelude                                      “The Heart of Worship”                            Barbara Cooper           
 
 Gathering Words/Greeting                                                                            Pastor Peter 

  
 Centering Moment/Invocation                                                                       Pastor Peter 
 The Lord’s Prayer (Together) 
      
*Call to Worship                                                                                         Cathy Leininger                            

Leader: Welcome to worship today. Bring your joys and sorrows to the Lord. 
People: We come from busy lives, filled with a host of banes and blessings. 
Leader: Give your fears to the Lord, for God will heal your souls. 
People: Praise to God who listens to our cries and heals us. 
Leader: Open your ears and your hearts to the Lord. 
People: We open our lives to do God’s will. AMEN. 
 

*Opening Prayer  
Lord, you have called us here this day for healing, hope, and transformation. As we 
listen to the Scripture, pray our prayers, sing our hymns, and hear the words of 
wisdom, open our hearts to hear your claim on our lives; that we may fully and joyfully 
serve you. AMEN. 
 

*Opening Hymn            “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                           400 UMH                     
 
 Children’s Moment                                                                                       Becky Weaver                    
 
 Scripture                                     Malachi 3:8-12 (CEB)                              Cathy Leininger                      

8 Should a person deceive God? 
        Yet you deceive me. 
But you say, 
    “How have we deceived you?” 
With your tenth-part gifts and offerings. 
9 You are being cursed with a curse, 
        and you, the entire nation, are robbing me. 
10 Bring the whole tenth-part to the storage house so there might be food in my house. 
        Please test me in this, 
says the LORD of heavenly forces. 
See whether I do not open all the windows of the heavens for you 
        and empty out a blessing until there is enough.[a] 
11 I will threaten the one who wants to devour you 
        so that it doesn’t spoil the fruit of your fertile land, 
            and so that the vine doesn’t abort its fruit in your field, 
says the LORD of heavenly forces. 
12 All the nations will consider you fortunate, 
        for you will be a desirable land, 
says the LORD of heavenly forces. 
 
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God.   
All: Thanks be to God! 

                                
 Sermon                                             Stewardship                                           Pastor Peter 



 
 Joys and Concerns                                                                                   Gavin Lisiewski 
  
 Invitation to the Offering                                                                           Cathy Leininger                      

 In days of old, God was seen as far from the people. But we know Christ, and in him we 
know God. When we share what we have out of love, our hearts grow closer to God, 
and we shine with Christ’s glory. Let us offer our gifts to God today. 
 There are many ways to give this morning. You may put your offering in the plate, send 
a donation via your bank account or by PayPal, or mail in a check. If you are worshiping 
online with us today, click the “Information about Giving” button for a complete list of 
ways to give.                                                           

*Doxology                     “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”                     95 UMH     
*Offertory Prayer    
             

 Announcements                                                                                               Cathy, Rebecca    
 
*Closing Hymn               “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”             2223 TFWS 
 
 Benediction/Special Music     “Steal Away to Heaven”        Eileen McGlynn & Barbara Cooper 
 
*Postlude                                                 “Every Praise”                                         Barbara Cooper           

 
*Those who are able, are invited to stand 

 
Announcements - Cathy 

 

Ask Rebecca to make an announcement about CarePortal & Youth 
 

Monday, Oct. 11: Informational meeting about a possible building Audit, 6pm. Anyone with 
questions are welcome to attend. 

Tuesday nights: Bible Study with Pastor Peter – 6:30pm 

October 31: Halloween Night – We are collecting candy donations to be handed out on 
Halloween. You can leave them in/by the church office, or in the kitchen if labeled. 

November 1: Annual Charge Conference, 6:30pm. This is our annual business meeting where 
the Leadership Team reviews and evaluates the ministry of the church, presents a draft budget 
for 2022, sets salaries for the pastor & staff, and elects members of the Lead Team. Anyone is 
welcome to attend, but only Lead Team members may vote.  

Any other announcements for the good of the church? 
 
 

Participating in Worship Today: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lead Pastor Pastor Peter Matthews 
Musicians Rev. Barbara Cooper,  

Eileen McGlynn 
Liturgist Cathy Leininger 
Children’s Message Becky Weaver 
Acolyte Áine Aida 



 
 
 
The book of Malachi, also called The Prophecy of Malachias, the last 12 books of the Hebrew Bible (Old 
Testament) that bear the names of the Minor Prophets, grouped together and the twelve in the Jewish cannon. 
The author is unknown; Malachi is merely a transliteration of a Hebrew word meaning “my messenger” 
 
Dear Family in God,  
 
Tuesday in Bible Study we continued our collective “dive” into the word covenant as 
it’s found in the Hebrew Bible also known as the Old Testament. The word, which 
(once more) in the religious sense denotes a commitment between God and God’s 
people. Our public prayer is that we start giving even MORE public and private 
attention to this word as we even begin to consider as to how to “prepare” our lives, 
our families, our church, and the entire city of Oakwood for something new in the 
kingdom of God. Genesis 9, Genesis 12, Exodus 19, 2 Samuel 7, Jeremiah 31. Join 
us this Tuesday at 6:30pm EST as we continue to examine daily the feeding of our 
souls through: 
 
Salvation (corporate worship 3x monthly) 
Solitude (10 minutes a day of silent contemplation) 
Supplication (Praying with and for our grief ministry)  
Study (Identifying a study to attend 3x monthly)  
Service (Lakewood Apartments initiative) 
Stewardship  
Simplicity 
 
Each of these tested spiritual disciplines have special place in our denominational tradition and provide 
nourishment for our soul in both simple and profound ways. Purpose. Peace. Power. These spiritual 
disciplines remind us how to both listen and how to follow God’s still small voice in our individual lives that 
we may move in unity together. Or as celebrated author Gwendolyn Brooks once noted; “We are each 
other’s harvest, we are each other’s business, we are each other’s magnitude and bond.” 
 
Finally, tomorrow at 6:30pm West Ohio Conference CFO Bill Brownson will be present to discuss with 
members of the leadership team, a building audit. Building audit? That is correct. For approximately a 
century this wonderful space of worship and service was built in dedication to God to be a light of love in 
this community. Tomorrow Bill will come talk with us about the possibility of constructing a building bible 
with http://www.aanthonycorp.com/ to provide us with a solid foundation to plan for future property related 
costs. Costs that facilitate understanding stewardship as a way of life. 
 
Stewardship as a way of life? When was the last time you considered that notion? Time. Talent. Treasure. We 
have been entrusted by our Creator to monetize more than money. Indeed, Malachi teaches that in perilous 
times like these, stewardship is a courageous way of life.  Let us NOW examine the 6th step in our 
covenantal journey…. Stewardship. 
 
Let us worship God,  
Pastor 
 

 


